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CFON OUMRENY TOPIOA—OOMPILED EVERY
DAY FOR TER EVENING TRLEGRAFH.

The Politioal Prosprot ta 1508,
From the N, ¥. Nation.

The Republican party has suatained n peries
of defeats this year sosroely oqualled 1o its
history. When, on the 17th  witimo, we
pointed out that it hid lost 107,000 of its ma-
jorities last year, aud predicted that it would
loso the New York eleclion, we were savaraly
denounced both as false propliets and as ene-
mies to the party. But our predictions are
much more than verified. We foretold 15,000
Demooratio majority in New York, desiring to
make the figure as moderate as we honesily

conld. As goon as the registration was com-
pleted  we estimated the probable ma-
jority &t 35,000, Im faot, it exceeda
48,000, The returns from
are very imperfect, but seem to Indionts
25,000 Republican majority in Massachusstts,
16,000 Democratic majority in New Jorsey,
40,000 Democratic majority in Maryland, 5000
Republioan .majority in_ Wisconsin, 4000 in
Minnesota, and perhaps 5000 in Kapsas, The
yeturns from lilinois and Minnesota, where
gounty oflicers only werechosen, are 80 meagrs
aa to alford no indication of the results.  Mati-
mating the loss iu these States at half the pro-
portion ghown by other States, the total loss
upon the R--rnbhvnu majorities of last year, io
the various elections of 15067, cannot be re kooed
at less than 320, 000, or three-fourths of the
party's entire majority.

It must npot be supposed, however, thal
anvthing like this number of voters have
actually left the Republican party. The
change has been effeoted by about 60,000
Democrats voling this year who did not vote
in 1806, but were of the same politicsa then;
about 100,000 Republieans who voted last

ear now staying at home, and not over 50,000

publicans, at the wost, voting the Demo-
cratio ticket, unlesa we include the H000 Ger-
man Republicans of New York who voted for
Hoffman in 1806,

The voters who simply stayed at home are
cértainly not permanently lost to their party;
and the Republivans who this year voted the
Demooratic tiokel are not cerfainly logt. The
former olass may eusily be brought out on the
right alde in 1808, The latter cluss may be
won back, but not s0 easily.

If Presidential electors lad been chosen at
the recent elections, the result would have
been as follows:—

REPURLICAN, | DEMOCRATICO.
THIROIN.. w 10 ORIOPDIR....iinreninnniin
Indiann 13 Connectiout, ...
Towa,... B Delaware,..

8 Kentucky..

Suauarmcas

Maulne .. 7 Maryland.,

Massact 12 Neow Jarsey
Mliehigan,... » 8 New York,. :
Minnesota., 4 Pennsylvanin,,

w 4
MIBsourl cicmmenanion 11
New Hampshbire...... 6
0 1

4

Total,iiinisivivrn
B usssssiniunnaasinsorvanivis &

|
Ruode Island......c.... 4]
TONDOEBEG.wrrecreeerenses lu‘
Vermont ..o |
West Virginia,
Wiaconsin........

1 1. ) P —— L

We have omitted three small Btatea—Ore-
glon, becange no election was hald thers, and

sbraska aud Nevada for waut of any returns,
Each chooses three electors, We think Ne-
braska ghould be placed in the Republivan
oolumn, and the others In the Demoocrativ,
making the vote 143 to 104,

1f the Sonthern States should bs admiitted
in season for the next eleotion, their votes
would (judging by the elections just held) be
cast as follows, assuming that no chaoge will
be made in the law of suflrage :—

REFUNLICAN, DEMOCRATIC.
AIADRIAR ... svsnsss anerssess B ATHBDARE. . ooviiiieisesannes D
i [ T [ D o B ORI v s qsssis rierss spaase, F
Loulshina........ . 1 Norlh Carollon.....ee.
Mississipp!....ocoer o LR O ot b ieioh ks st o |
Bouth Caroling. .. 8§ Virginlu..,... 18

BORHE: veirie sissriivivoiitsd) SOLRES Cls e reissrunsiesti
The vole in Georgia and Virginia would be
very close if it were polled to-day and all
voted. I'osgibly both might be carried by the
Hepublicans on a full vote as they Lhave bLeen
on & partial vote, but wa doubt it.

The prospect for 180K is still favorable for
the Republican party, but the above state-
meunt clearly shows that it is by no means free
from uncertsinty. Muoch will depend upon
the management of both parties. New Yook,
Pepnsylvauia, Indisns, and Illinois are all
very doubtinl States, Republican politicians
oount with great coufldenca upon New York,
but with little reason. The cities of Naw
York and Brooklyn have just givem 76,000
Demooratic majority. They will inc-ease this
in 1868 to &5,000, if not more. The largest
Republioan majorities ever rollad up by the
interior of the State wera 110,000 for Fremont
in 1866, 82,000 for Lincoln in 1860, 81,000
for Dickingon in 1541, and 70,000 for Fanton
in 1866, On mo other ogoasion jhas the inte-
rior given more thau 65,000 wmsjority. In
1844, Lineoln had only 48,000 majority _in
the rural distriots to overbalunce the 41,000
and over given to MoClellan by 1these
iwo citios. Can the futerior poll 90,000 majo-
rity for apy Republican in 15658 1 We must
say that we consider it fo the highest dagree
improbable. We doubt whether it can make
out 70,000 majority; yet that figave wiil infal-
libly be overcome by the citiss, Without go-
fog further into details, we are of opinion that
Governor Seymour would certalnly carry New
York State, while Mr. Vendloton might pos-
sibly earry it, but probably woeuld not if the
Hepublicans ware thoroughily united.

'ounsylvinia and [ndiana are slways donbl-
ful, as every one koows. The wmajority in
Lioth States in 1866 was comiparatively small,
requiring & change of only two per ocent. of
the elootors Lo reverse il JU may Seein slrange,
hiowever, that we shonld set down [llinols as
doubtlol, when she gave 50,000 Repablican
majorily last year. fiat Fenisnizm eoutri-
buted 1‘“{"‘! Lo that vote, and will never do so
again.  Moreover, the Soutbern part of
the Htate, which Las Leen so wonderfally
Uuh"t‘}lq'li witbhin the last flivae vears 'lll'onj.;h
the influence of Uenernl Logyn and his frisnds,
may be réstive noder the ."=L'1"" prograss of the
Republican party towarde equatity of politfeal
rights. Nevertholess, wo think the Proba.
b[{lu“ are o favar of B pablican wnssess in
Illinols, Illiwols secuw 10 wg mors doabtiy],
Mr. Pendleton parbiaps might carry it, by, ge
do not thipk be coulil carry Yennaylvania,

10 fact, the great elameut of wuuerintuty o
the coutest of 1oz Hos b the acklon of “the
Democratle parwy,  Tha “"i"“""“-l'-“u will

ty gertalnly nomiunty Graok, e Daimin.
orats will as ctriaiply noalaate Pendleton or
Huymuur- Their asilionity (# that the (oramsr
eannot earry thie Fast, and ths ‘I'l'..i'r rannot
narrj {the West. Nominating one lor P idant
and the other for Yige-l'resident will mot halp
the watler, 88 nolpdy expects the Vi TR A S
dent to bave sny futldenge.  Wa pres me fhat
Pendlston 16 the (svorite; bat :\'Hﬂ'li Uf:kwl'l
PendyyIvania are too Important o be nsked,
BN 'lfﬂlh-’-d::hu with ewphasis that they
oannot carry s repudiationiat, the Demooratio

other States |

Convontion cantiot refuse to be galded by thoir

advicn. _
Pemocrats ahonld lose Pen Tvania
l-h:; -‘&m also lose Conneaticut, and would

to on Ohio, Indisna, Illinols, and one
2&": Ht-ur:{ the West to make up their los,
The loss of both New York and Pennsylvania
wonld make their prospects absolutely hopa

loss. It is, therefore, easy to foresee the pira
mount influence which the de tions from
those Siates wijl exercise in the Convention.

Aoamrniaa s
Republican Worlk,
Prom e N. ¥, Tribune,

The great work yet to be mooomplisheld to
vomplete our national renovation is the con
vincing of the masees that n State oanuvol af-
ford 10 degrade or oppress even the humblest
and most despised of its people. Until this
end is achioved, onr trinmph over the Rebal-
lion will be lmperfect, and its fruita lisble to
turn to ashes on our lips. Bo long as the laws
of even one State impose disabilitles on o ofti-
zen beoande of the race whencs hs sprang, the
color God has chosen to give him, the victories

of the Union arms will be incomplete, and the
foundations of the republic nnsightly aud io-
gegure.

No proposition iz Jogically more demonatra-
ble than that wrong to any is injury and peril
to all; but when an important truth cowmes in
confliot with & rooted prejudice, patient, per-
sirtent, self-sacrifiving effort is indispengable,
The Republican party owes its late reversed in
some degree to the corruptions of those it has
trusted with power; in part to popular impa-
tience with the slow progress of reconstric-
tion; in part o Johinson's treachery; in part
to loeal tends and dizconlents; but, more than
to any and all of these, to popular prajudice
sgainst the blacks snd indisposition to =es
them jmpartially protected and regarded ws
citizens by the lsws of the land. Wa think
this prejudios has cost us more voles than
avything else—perhape more than all other
adverse influences whatever,

We mest the issue frankly. Thers are
wounds whereof the true goldier is proud
while he suffers—scars which he does not seek
to conceal. There are Americans who were
quite willing thet the negro should march and
camp and fight for our common eountry, while
they stayed at home in comfort and ease, who,
now that the peril is past, would like to deny
to that negro the common rights of & eitizen,
They would gladly whistle him down the wind
until the time shall come, it it ever doea some,
when they shall need his body to stop bullets
that otherwise might disconcert them; then
they will be ready to give him another chanoce
to be killed in their stead. We propose to
fight this treachery now and aver—ito expose
it, and hold it up to the light, till even base-
ness itsell shall be ashamed of it. A Copper-
head or Hebel, who hates the war for the
Union, and deplores its reaults, may still fight
on for n“whrla man's government,’’ &3 he
fought or prayed in the war, but a Rapublican
or War Democrat who would put the blacka
under the feet of those whom they helped ns
to overcome, is inexpressibly mean, and as
short-sighted and foolish as he is mean,

There are those who indolently say, ‘'Ol lat
the blacks bave all civil rights—these ghould
satisfy them.”! Why, you idiot! they naver
will nor can have olvil rights unless they have
political rights to back them, Taks oar cily,
for illustration: here a few of the thriftier ne-

roes are allowed to vote; yet even thege are,

secange of their race, deprived of precious
civil rights, A colorved native of this vity, who
owns his own house, earns an honest liveli-
hood, and ia & respected member of a Chris-
tinn church, is not allowed to drive his own
horse and cart and do therewith the carting of
snoh merchants as may choose to employ him.
Wae should like to employ & colored man to
take ugs to and from a railroad station or
steamboat landing ovcasionally; baot the ordi-
nances of this Democratie city forbid it. A
black wan who should try to earn a living by
driving his own coach and carrying passengersa
in it would be first beaten to a jelly for his im-
pudence, and then hanled before a magistrate
for violating the ordinnuce aforesaid.

No; there is and can be no civil rights se-
carely enjoyed by blacks until afl the rights
of manhoed are won for and conceded to them.
And we wonld much rather be beaten trying
to secure them fall justice than to susveed by
sbandoning them to their hateful oppresdors.

But we can win by systematically enlight-
ening and educating the people; and one suoh
victory is worth twenty gainsd by playiog
upon their weaknesses, their ignorance, s
their passions. There have mever yot hesn
two voles taken in & State on the question of
conceding the right of sullrage to  blacks
wherein the second vote in the affirmative was
not larger than the former. Aud so it will be
if proper appeals are made to the reason and
conyolence of the voters in every State, tll the
battle hall be won.

We urge, then, the establishmant, In avery
Iowmhip, ward, and "i“lgu. of a Ra!]nuhli'-‘;u
Club, whose sole object shall bs the diffasion
of light and truth bearing npon the greal
isgne of Equality before the Law. While
every non-slaveholding country bul ours
treats men of all colors alike, let us never
doubt that the disgracelol anomaly here pre-
sented can and will be fally overcomse.

Friends in every Stale! unite ln forming
elubs whose avowed and controlling object
shall be the secn rin{ ol equal rights to svery
Amerioan oitizenl We onn easily prove that
thers is no man, but ¢specially no laboring
man, whose personal good will not be promoted
by such a congummation; all we need js toin-
duee the masses to read and think. Two-thinls
of 811 who habitoaily rgad and reflect are now
right on this point; we are heaten by Lhe votes
ol men who never heard odr side of the ques-
tion, and never will hear it unless we make
special effort to enlighten them, There ars one
million voters in the Unfon who might be won
over to the side of justive and humasuity by
the ¢ystematio presentation of facts to thelr
minde, A victory gained by appeals to their
better naturs will b substantial sud endaring;
aud evely voter won over from vics to virtue,
from iptemperauce to sobrieky, s theraly
rendered wore nocessible to our arguinents,
and likely to promote aud swell our trinmph.
Now Is 1l time to prepare the pablic mind for
the next Presidentis] election—to now the sael
which ¢hall yield therein & noble harveat, Lot
ue organize and go to work!
the Dimoeratic Policy and
What Ity Success |
Poom the N. Y. Times -

Thy Democralic journsls are trying bari Lo
persuades themselves that thele revent viotories
ure n sonderunation of the Republivan recon-
sbruotion polivy. Having arvived at tiis con.
tinslon, they demund thiat the measares for

sdwitting the Bouth sball be remodglied to

Wit s

U Lo Weas of tholr party. It mafters not
‘it Wy 016 candid of its members have pro-
tested BMiaat interpreting the resnll a8 & du-

monstration \u faver of the oMl -tieup Damo-

araey, ! or Lhas have sobfue i
lebtedness fOF suoonis 1o s vobe ol i};ﬁi“m

ol
“who have motol iste yeses yaied Ll
Demoeracy.'” This kiod of modera ntlu;:

EVENING

nok gatiafy the prevailing temper. And henw
we hn'ymmwd eﬂort‘s lp-p;rmru that the
country bas pronounced agslpst the Republi-
can requirements; while sarneatness with
which these efforts are made has the effeot of
deceiving the disaffected Boutherners, who
feek excuses for oontemuing the law. “Will
the Hepublicang pow obyy the will of the l:.u
ple? s the inquiry of the Charleston Mer-
cury, by which 8 meaus, “Will tha party in
powsr now dare to puah forward reconstraviion
on the basig lald down by Congress 1"

Why not? To pretend that ‘‘tha will of the
prople’ has manifested itselfl against the
policy of Congrase aud in favor of the Damo.
oratic purposes on the subject of recoustruc-
tlon, 1 either folly or frand. The peopls of
Ohio bave shown that they are agalust nagro
suflrage in thelr own State, but what has this
to do with suffrage in the States lately in
rebollion ! Or by what hoous-poons oan the
verdiot of Massachusetls against prohibition
be construed into a verdict for the unoondi-
tional admission of the South, or the revoll of
New York against the Heense law and the
kumvery and corraption of politivians into &
protest agnlopst guarantess for loyalty and
pesios ! The Bouthern newspapers whioh
oppose the law and sssall its suthors may

be glad to have amy pretext for their
course, oand may pervert the import
of the electiona accordingly. But they

are henping up mortification for themselves
and wrath for those who may be weak enough
to accept thelr counsel, For, thongh there
cau be no doubt that the hold of the Repub-
Jican party has besn weakensd by the extrava-
gance of wany of its leaders, it wnst be remem-
bered that their ultraiam relates rather to
projects which have been promulgated than
to the courge which has thus far heen pursned
towards the South. Impeachment, confisoa~
tion, interference with the rights of States
now in the Unlon, coupled with general dis-
aatisfaotion occasioned by the failure of Con-
gress 1o satisly the wants of ths ceuntry in
regard to taxaticn and finance—these are the
mwain operating oauses of the diminished
Republioan vote, and wot the qnestlon of
recopstruction in the shape in which it now
stands,

If Demooratio grins prooeaded from dislike
of the measwres actually adopted by the Re-
publican party, we must infer that a prefer-
ence exisled for the Democratic polioy. Bat
can anybody tell us what the Demooratio
polioy at this moment is ! Beyond a general
ounglavght upon the action of Congress, what
does it amount to? What is the Democratio
plan of reconstruction, for instanve! or the
Demoeratic solieme of finance! or the Demo-
uratic meagured touoching taxation? or the
Demooratic doeotrine in relation to negroes
and the suffrage ! Genuine party suocess can
only be predicated upon alleged approval of
some or all of the party's views on these sub-
Jeots,  But what these views are is & mystery.
Mr. Belmont and Mr, Pendleron are as wide
apart on thess questions of finance and taxa-
tion as are the World and the great body of
the Demooratic pregs in raference to compro-
mise as the prelude to reconstruotion. With
what degres of truth can it be said, then, that
the late events indicate a resction from the
Hepublican policy in faver of the Demopratic
jolicy f
J 'l‘hiq opinion of the Bonthern opposition, of
which the Charleston Mercury Is & fair speoi.
men, evidently is that “the will of the paople”
of the North turns in the direction of imme-
diate, upshackled admission. H) far a4 the
Demovracy have a polioy, this ia nnquestion-
abily its explanation. Their assauits upon
the Hevopstraotion aots are made with the
design of securing the readmission of the
HSonth withoul auvy condition or guarantee
whataver.

They aim at bringing back the old Southern
politicians, and reinvesting the old pro-slavery
party with absolute anthority in Southern
affairs. None of the recent elections, how-
ever, have been won upon this issue. Io no
Stiats have the party mabagers ventured to
prociaim this as their objeot; for well thay
know that nowhere at the North conld a Stats
be carried on such a plavform.  Everywlere
wonld the “‘umconditional admission of the
Soutl’ be interpreted to signify “‘uncondi-
tional gurrender to the Sonth;" and the
Southern friends of the Democratic party have
livad to little purpose if they have not learned
the hopelessness of a contest condnoted on this

ground.
——

The Negro Conventlions in the South—
Their Kifects on the North,
Fromthe N, ¥, Herald,

Alsbama has led the van in the reconstruo-

tion of the United States by the negro. Other
States are to follow, nntil, under a glorions
negro rule, the ten southern divisions of our
republic are bound aud given over to Africa,
to be governed according to the Haytien style.
The principles of the couventions which frame
thege negro governments are shaped by the
most unprincipled of all our demagogues,
Withont a dollar of interest in the country,
they stir the plisble black man Lo passion
aga ust the white, and, while moulding the
muss to suit radicsl alms, sow the geads of an
unavoidable war of caste. They do not fall to
promize the negro all that his barbarous jma-
gination may desire—fregdom from labor, a
division of property, and even the government
of the country. Thus, for transient politioal
puorposes they foroce the whole son-burned
brain of Ethiopia to the same foous, and teach
it to expect whit it can pever realize while
there {5 o Southern or & Northern swond left
to defend Cavcakian  blood—blood originally
purar thas that of Africs, and porified still
more by lopg centuries’ of ardaons labor
towards thy summit of civilizntion; blood pro-
gregeive, in gontradistinetion to blood re-
trograde and uatneally barbaiv in its jm-
pulies,
. lu the face of all this we sea power oceutral-
fwing in the South in the haods of that ele-
ment which, according to all history, ia a
thrent sgatost; aoy civilization with which it
comwed i contact, The platform of the radi-
val Hepubliean party of Louisiana is a fair
sxponent of what threatens us (o all the South-
vrn Slates by raisingup &
destructive and nationally demoralizing than
any that has heretofore existed. That plat-
form piates:—"*We na a pirty insist on perfoot
squality, without distinotien of race or color,
in the 1ight to vote sud enter the jury box
without any edocationsl or property qualifi-
oution being reguired.”’ Againi—*'"Tie radioal
Ruepublican party of Louisiana' will support
no wmau for office who-will not openly and
hn]rl]y‘ 1](‘-.?83 himsslf to make an G\]lllll
'!i.-t:ii-ufir-n among white and colored aliks of
all officen to whith bhe may lave power of ap-
polutmient.'!

Thesa are the miad priveiplea which, at &
tersible cost, we tirge npon one balf of our
tertitorial extent, thng threateuing its gom-
plete desulation. Ware it the deatraction of
snly ope-hall of the coputry wo might, in our
wondes ) stamios, Uve undar it; but the radi
cal [ll"sr!\puhﬂ mesns more than thla—iL
mesns the draliing of every energy of the
North 10 support -the one graud black ides,
and; at dmy mq-hﬂﬁthﬁm down the
dharonyof 1w v Woi straggle under it,

wo bleed, we expond our millions, we ax our

ywer ten tines more -

people to the last feather's weight, we fairly

-wilthe beoeath the terrible effort 40 weeallow a

dore that wonld ohoke a mammoth anaconda.
We cihonot do It, and we oast it naide as some-
thing that would give the coup de grice Lo all
the cherished hopes of & people who are strug-
gliog for civilization, not barbarism. We nre
taxed to-day ove thousand wmillions per year
to snpport the radical Idea that Afrioa has &
higher vivilization than Europe, and that it is
necessary for the United Blates, at any saori-
fice, to approximate itself to the African
standard.

The radionls, determivned to give all the
strength possible to the negro card, train avery
element in the North to itsa support; and
while in the Bouth they tear down all barriers
whioh distingnish races, while they abollsh
avery aristooratio privilege, while thay inau-
gurate there a Utopian agrarianism, they give
us & singular contradiotion of principles in the
North. Here they strive to build up groat
moneyed monopolies, a dictatorial banking
system, & osutralizxation of party power, an
enriching of the rich and an impoverishing of
the poor. Thus it becomes difficult to dis-
cover that there I8 any great noderlying prin-
oiple in radioalism, unless it be the sole idea
to retain at all hazards the power into which
the revolutlonary throes of the country foreed
them.

The North is beginning to dive into this |

problem, and is rapidly discovering its incon-
sistencies. There iz & deep and settled reso-
Intion taking poasession of the masses that
they will no longer support aristooratio privi-
legos in the North or negro elevation aad bar-
barism in the South. Bled to the last drop of
blood and treasure, the people begin to ask,
“What i5 this money used for!"” and look
where they will they sce the question an-
swered:—To prop up a quarter section of
Afrion, until we see If centaries hence it will
be able to march onward nnaided. God never
made one race to support another. For this
we made war in favor of the black. As mat-
ters now progress nnder radical rule, we fast
advance to & war to relieve the white from
supporting the black.

The future aspirants for the Prezidency must
lenrn the truths which we here enanciate. If
(teneral Grant secepts the radical nomination
upon such a platform as the radicals now
tread he will be defeated, despite his national
popularity and his masterly reticence. Gene-
ral Scott was defested where there ware
similar but minor principles involved, and
President Pierce, with all his imbeoility, then
stepped into power.

In the South we see all the preliminary move-
ments for 8 desolating war of caste, Il the
present programma be oarried out. The ne-
groes have numerous leagues, and are provid-
ing themselves with arms, which are given to
them by the radicals. The white peogle, dea-
pairing of returning again to prosperity, and
seeing their every effort met by a orushing
blow from Congress, now give the country
over to megro rule, and emigrate elesewhara,
Domestic capital threatenetf. and Northern
and foreign capital frightoned away; State
aod municipal privileges cumglewly under
military domination, which is destructive to
every element of our boasted republicanism;
the credit of the Btates destroyed; and one-
half of the country desolasted at the expense
of the other half—are all mournfal indioa-
tlons of approaching barbaric government.
The effect on the North is already indicated
by the late eleotions, The negro wave must
now ebb. It has had its greatest flow. The
radicals may still float on the receding black
tide; but the white people of the United States,
as o mans, have too mnoh senso left to place
their future civilization and government under
negro domination,

Sounding the Dugles for a Metrant,
From the N. Y, Worlde

Ounr neighbor, the Times, the clearness of
whoge perceptions sometimss outruus the
boldness and vigor of its eounssls, is trying
to devise a method of retreat which shall
gave the credit of the Republican party, and
be at the same time practioal. DBat it has
undertaken & task for which no ingenuity
will sofice. With the quick discernment
of the possibilities of a gituation in which its
editor has few peers, and perhaps no supe-

riors, the Times fixes upon the power of re-
vision reserved by Cobgress over the new
State Constitutions as atording an opportu-
nity for a change of base and the substitution
of “impartial” for “‘nniversal’’ suffrage. The
Jlan does no disoredit to its dexterous anthor;
Lut it overlogks the cohief diffioulty of the
problem it nims to solve, and (as we think
we sball sncceed in showing) i8 quite im-
practicable. We will insert enongh of the
Times’ article to emable our readers to see
whiat we are eritiolzing:—

“*The actlon of Congress has placed them [the
Hepublloan parey ) lo & false position upon tihls
subject, and has apparently commitied them to
" -rlnoiple whieh they do ot hold,

‘If the quesition were ftee from *slde lssues,’
Itwould be vasily spd promplly settlod, If 3
were umpli this—'Are the negroes of Lhe
Soulh, a8 & body, qualified Lo tako piart In the
reorganization of the Hoalhern Siate Govern-
roents; I8 At wise or safe Lo lewve them Lo declde
what prinelples sliall bé embodied In the Blate
Constitubion; whatsball be the form sad powers
of the Stale Governments; and what shall be
the wsecuritles for lifé mnd property nonder
them ¢'—=theres are not ten meun out of W

thonsand In the Republican arky who
would nol Esay no, Nubmlt bullovid Lhay
Are. How should they af ‘The great

mass of them have beon kept In the most
stolld Ignornnce all thelr lives; they aan nolther
repd nor wrile; they have heard nolhing of poil-
tes snd know notblong of Lhe simplest faols of
our hislory or our governmaenl: Lhay Lave
nellber the cupacity to form oplnlons nor the
materind o form them from; and as matter of
vecersily a8 well us ol fact, ey wiil bo wud aroe
st ply tools lo the bands of parky leadors ania
wire-pullors on the one side of the othier, Uir
onmsta noes Indt now throw them intothe hands
of the Repablienns. 'Mhe welght of thewr valos
ann and will be thrown Into (he Bepablioan
scnke,  Andd it s this fot whiloh Teads tue Re
publieans to aceept fOF them the principly of
undver kil saifrage, and wholoh, we oy mdd,
lends Lhe Domocrat gt opposs Lk

“Wudonot iblok 1L wonld be wise to atbon py
foehange the Hecopw ruetion acel o this par-
tenlny now. In the st place (6 eannot bo
dons; and In poldues nothlug 1s wise wilon is
o porsible, Morgaver it wnul‘:‘l arrest the wnolg
progiees of reconsbrudgtion, and lnvolves fresh
con fieos, cmurlleutlulm. aud delnys Lo s maltor
im which «Jdelay Is of {t&elf coe of Lhe worst
lpgs thet ean happen, Bat the reconstrae
Hon ack reseryes to Congress Lhe whole businvss
sf reviflog the constitulions LLak muy bo sent
up from thae Sistes [or I8 appraval. If they
vontaln proevicions which Congress doos nol
Rpprove, I can striké tbem oud and sond
thivin back for revision apd aasead mant,. uls
seetns Lo us B power whieh Cangress should
exejol se freely and bBoldly: and (4 may 40 ox-
ercvise 11 1o vegard tosullrago a8 Lo make Lhe
semttiern oousiitutions conform (o what 1y the
real genlitaent and purposs of the Repiblican
prrfy apon this eatdect, It enb substitate (-
puriiol suffrage for nulversul sutlrage. [ can
I bia e, Stete Govermnens ffow making
colur alone a ground of disfraneblscment, Witk
ol ooan pEllloe them 1o ndmit lgyaornoes, kig-
Hdbiy, und inospaeily bothe balioe-hox, Jigan
perandt them Lo ?I‘t‘wtlhﬂmll!ll unlldestions for
hesndfiage us they mway deen expediont, in
dstivg obly that whntever gusnliflioations mav
e preseribed sbull apply (o wll inhinbitants ot
the Btabe nhike, wilbout rogard Lo ruos or colde,
By a0 suoli getion af thily 1L mesims Lo 14 the
e of Lhe Degroes at tho Bouth mwy be pro-
teeted, without putilng fo perll uny Inlapist oc
_ru:-:;:pla which the Hopublican pariy Las st
Tenrt,

The absurdity of the Congressional scheme

| tietha of the mnegro population.
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0LD RYE WHISKIES

THE LARGEST AND BEST ESTOCK OF

FINE OLD

RYE WHISKIES

In the Land is now Possessed by

HENRY &

HANNIS & CO.

Nos, 218 and 220 feuth FRONT Street,

WIHO OFFER THE SANME 70 THE TRADE, IN LOTN, ON VERY ADVANTAGEOUS
THRMNS.

Their Stock of Rys Whiskies, in Bond, comprises all the favorite brands extant, and runs

through the various months of 1865, '60, and of this year, up to present date.

Liberal contracts made for lots to arrive st Pennsylvania Railroad Depot, Erlesson Lins

Wharf, or at Bonded Warehouse, as parties may eleot.

of reconstruction is not only fully ackuow-
ledged in these paragraphs, but is exposed by
reasoniug whiol fair minds ought to acoept as
conclusive. The necessity of a relreat is more
olearly n‘fpmhvndgd by our ocontamporary
than the dificully, Before procesding to show
the fatility of the propossd method, we must
detain the reader a moment while wa vxposs
the inconsistency of the Times proposal with
a position which it quite recently hald.

It is searcely a fortuight (if onr memory be
not at fault) since the 7imes centended that,
inasmuch ag the Southern negroes are already
in the exercige of the eleotive franchise, the
question is olosed, since men canmot bo divest-
ed of the privilege alter they have onos en-
joyed it. Everybody must seive that the
present proposal is a complets abandonment
of that position, The retreat from *‘univer-
gal” to “impartial” suffrage would throw out
n great majority of the negroes who have voted
in the recent electjons, No matter whather
the restriction be effected by a property quali-
floation or by an educational qualifioation, it
will shut out the greater part of the present
pegro voters. A property qualification would
exclude nearly all; and an educational guali-
fication, consisting merely in ability to read
and write, would exclude at least four-fifths,
probably mine-tenths, and for any evidence
that appears to the contrary, ninetéen-twen-
Wears glad

| that our contemporary hag reconsidered sud

| framing,

rejected its hasty concluasion that & negro who
has once voted acquires an indefensible right
to the elective franchise. Without such a
recantation ita present proposal would be a
flighty and selr-al.ultl‘!"ylng absurdity.

%N’ol. less self-gtultifying, although the ab-
surdity requires more reasoning to set it forth,
is the proposal to retreat from ‘“‘nniversal’
negro suffrage without repellinf the recon-
struotion acts. These acts give nniversal
suffrage to the negroes, both in the eleotion of
delegates to the conventions, and in the rati-
fleation or rejection of the new Constitatlons.
But the Times discovers that Congress may
annul whatever it dislikes in those Constitu-
tions and send tL. back for amendment,
This strikes us as a somewhat atrained inter-
pretation; for as we undertand it, the law
merely reserves to Congress the right to ap-
prove or reject the new Constitutions, but not
to diotate to the States what provisions shall
be inserted in new ones. For if Congress may
dictate one provislon of a Btute Constitution
it may diotate all; and it might as well impose
at once a ready-made Constitution of its own
We make this oriticism in passing,
but lay no stress on it. For the sake of the
argument we will admit that Congress may
send baclk 1he gonstitations for revision, with
an indication of the provislons it requires to
be rescinded or inserted. We will supposs
the conventions to be reassembled, a new basis
of suffrage adopted, and the constitutions as
thus amended #gain submitted to the people
for ratification. Now comes the pinch: who
ghall vote in this sevond ratifloation? The
negroes in several States are a majority of
the voters, and the Zisics propo es to submit
to their decigion the question whether they
shall be disfranchised | The guestion cannot
be submitted to a different body of volers, for
in that case Comgress woulg hava to back
out—which ia the very thing the 7imes seeks
to avoid. That the negroes, after having hsen
once admitted to the snfirage, will never be
deprived of it by "their own votes, is a salf-
evident proposition. To remit the question
to the same identical constituenvy would
therafore baa t absurdity; but if Congress
ordains its submission to a diffarent constito-

ney it would undermine and subyert the very
cundation of its reconstruction policy. An
open, wanly renunciation would be more ora-
ditable than any such a pitifol attempt by
Congress to ‘‘sneak ont of dificulties into
which it proudly strutted.” . ’

Having thus exposed the futility of any
other plan of retreat than a frank rennncia-
tion by Congress of its collapsing reconstruc-
tion soheme, it may not be smiss to remark on
the suddenness of the light whioch has dawned
on our respectabls contemporary. Neither the
restoning nor the recommendation would have
been admitted into its volomns three wesks
ago. The intrinsic absurdity of uuiversal
negro sullrage was preoizely the same bafore
the great Demooratio victories as now; and we
are nel without hope that fuorther manifesta-
tion of public opinion may give still gresater
clearnegs of vision to Republioan jonrnalists.
We should probably all run sadly astray if we
were not ealled to revise our views by the
réctifying good sense of that poblic between
whow aud a leading journal thers (s & oonstant
reciprocation of mutually eduoative influsnoes.
We must do our eontemporary the justica to
eay that few jonrnals wh’i‘uh aspire to monld
the puklic thought geem more habitually dis-
pnm:i} to recognize the vox populiaa b veritable
vor Lley,
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